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RIVERS AND FLOODS. 
At the close of February, 1900, the Upper Mississippi River 

was closed by ice as far south as the mouth of the Des Moines 
River, but during March it opened generally, commencing on 
the 8th at  Hannibal, Mo. The latest dateof openingwas the 
31st, a t  St. Paul, Minn. The only casualties accompanying 
the movement of the ice were a few of a minor nature a t  
Davenport, Iowa. At the time of breaking up there were 
rapid rises in the water from Davenport, Iowa, southward, 
and at  Keokuk, Iowa, a stage of 16 feet, or 1 foot above the 

what alarming on several occasions on account of the move- 
ment of ice gorges, but nothing serious occurred, and a t  the 
close of tha month everything was in readiness for the open- 
ing of navigation. 

Flood stages occurred on the Upper Susquehanna River on 
the 2d, lasting only for a day or two, however. At Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., trafic was somewhat obstructed by the high water. 

There was a moderate %ood in the James River on the 2d 
and 3d. Ample warning was given, and all movable property 
along the river removed to places of safety. 

Heavy rains a t  intervals during the month caused decided 
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decade of the month. 
decade, followed by another rise during the third. 

There was a decline during the second 
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At the corresponding period of March, 1899, there were 12 
inches of ice as far south as Sioux City, Iowa, and 24 inches 
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